October 2021 – 191
COVID-19 Updates
Motorsport UK have updated the COVID-19 guidance for each of the UK nations. The latest guidelines
are available on the Motorsport UK website: www.motorsportuk.org/covid-19

Basic Scrutineering
There is a selection of common issues that are picked up time and time again by Scrutineers that we
refer to as basic scrutineering items. These are simple things that you should look out for and offer
education to competitors where such issues are found. It is important to note that not all of the below
examples are from the same event, but are all real-life issues flagged by Scrutineers over the past few
weeks.
Harness shoulder straps are commonly found to be installed the wrong way round. Remember that
the FIA-homologation hologram should be on the left-hand shoulder strap (from the wearer’s
perspective). It is important that this is correct as many harness buckle clips are specifically angled for
the left or right-hand side.
Overall Embroidery
When checking overalls, please look out for embroidery stitching that passes through all of the
material layers, as seen below. FIA Standards 8856-2000 and the more recent 8856-2018 both
stipulate that embroidery on overalls must be through the outermost layer only.
Stitching for the attachment of badges can go through all layers, but the thread used must be flameresistant – as must the backing of the badge itself. For more information – including details for
printing/transfers – refer to the April 2021 edition of this Bulletin.

External fire extinguisher pulls are regularly found to be
seized on a large percentage of cars, often needing work
to be freed. It is also important to remind the competitor
to remove the extinguisher pins before the competition,
as this is a commonly seen oversight – as the example on
the right shows. This is something that can and should be
easily checked in start/assembly areas.

Fire Extinguisher Piping
Another important safety issue is vehicles having the fire extinguisher piping, and in some cases
electrical wiring and even fuel lines, routed between the ROPS and the bodywork, as shown in the
photos below. The main safety concern being that in the event of an impact the lines could be
crushed, distorted or ruptured between the sill and ROPS with obvious hazardous consequences.

Electrical Cut Out
The below vehicle was spotted at a recent Stage rally. The electrical cut out is not in compliance with
(K)8.2, being on the co-driver side, while the extinguisher pull cable is not in compliance with (K)3.2.2
being on the other side of the vehicle, albeit the correct side. When the Scrutineer pointed out to the
competitor that a marshal may have to operate one, then run round the front of the vehicle to operate
the other, they soon understood the reason for the regulation.

Motorsport UK FHR stickers
We are still seeing numerous examples of FHR
stickers applied over the FIA Homologation
label, rendering the FIA homologation
information unreadable, as detailed in the
photo to the right. Please make sure to affix the
FHR sticker in a suitable location which does
not cover the FIA homologation label.
Helmet cameras are still regularly encountered by Scrutineers.
Helmet camera mountings are not permitted unless it is detailed on
the homologation for the specific helmet as per (K)10.3.3(d).
If you have doubts over helmet camera mountings you can always
check the FIA Technical Lists and view the detailed presentation
forms approved by the FIA for each model of helmet.

External Circuit Breaker
(K)8.1.1 is a new regulation for 2021 which requires push-button circuit breakers to only isolate the
electrical circuits, any reset must be operated by a separate button or switch. This was put in place
due to concerns over marshals inadvertently reigniting the electric system if they were unaware that
it had already been deactivated.
As a new regulation, it is understood that there may be a number of vehicles with existing systems
that do not work in this way. If you come across such a system, the competitor can be advised to make
the modifications for their next event and be noted in the Vehicle Passport/logbook.
A question has been raised about FIA-homologated vehicles which may have original circuit breakers
fitted which do not meet this new regulation. The circuit breaker operation does not form part of the
vehicle’s FIA homologation, so there is no reason why such vehicles cannot be updated to comply
with this regulation as required for Motorsport UK events.

Eligibility Scrutineer Assessment and Training sessions
We are pleased to be able to restart the Eligibility Scrutineer assessment and training programme
which had been put on hold due to the COVID-19 restrictions.
There are still a small number of Eligibility Scrutineers that require assessment and we have written
individually to those who have not yet been assessed, to invite them to one of our planned sessions
taking place in November and December 2021.
If you have been emailed and not yet responded to indicate which assessment session you wish to
attend, please do so as soon as possible by emailing technical@motorsportuk.org
The dates are as follows.
Saturday 13th November - Leeds
Saturday 20th November - Brentwood, Essex

Saturday 27th November - Droitwich
Saturday 4th December - Milton Keynes
We would also like to open these dates for Eligibility Scrutineer training. Spaces will be limited and
available on a first come first served basis, so if you are currently training or want to start training
towards the Eligibility Scrutineer grade and want to attend one of the above events, please email us
giving your name and licence number to technical@motorsportuk.org.

Elise/Exige & VX220 Door Bars – Rallycross
The photos below are of two different Lotus Elise Rallycross cars, with the
photo on the right depicting a singular door bar installation, which is the
correct interpretation of (N)6.12.1. The first sentence of the regulation
refers to all Rallycross vehicles, with the longitudinal struts in drawing K9
acting as a singular door bar on each side of the car. The second sentence
refers to all vehicles excluding Lotus Elise/Exige
and Vauxhall VX220 and makes the additional
requirement for a dual door bar on the driver’s
side in accordance with drawings K12(g), K12(h)
or 12(j). We are looking to reword this regulation
in the near future.

FIA ASN Safety Bulletin #8
The following bulletin has been issued by the FIA, and contains useful information and insight for
competitors and officials alike:
It is our priority to ensure the highest level of safety for motorsport competitors, which is why it is
compulsory to wear FIA-approved safety equipment when taking part in competitions inscribed in the
FIA international calendar.
Safety doesn’t need to be expensive and should always be accessible to competitors in any
championship they wish to enter, which is why the FIA proposes a base and an advanced level of
protection.

This leaflet provides information on the type of personal safety equipment that must be worn by
competitors when the competition follows FIA Safety Regulations.
It includes an equipment checklist which shows the FIA Standard that each must comply with and a
reference to the technical list that shows FIA-approved products. All of these can be accessed on the
FIA website at http://fia.com/homologations.
There is information on the type of protection provided by each safety equipment, and a comparison
of several parameters such as the minimum safety performance, and a comparison with the materials
and technology used in the manufacturing process for entry-level and top-level products.

To ensure that drivers wear the correct type of clothing, they must check the minimum standard level
in the Chapter III “Drivers’ Equipment” of Appendix L to the International Sporting Code and look for
the FIA hologram whenever they are purchasing motorsport safety equipment. The hologram makes it
easy to identify which products have been subject to stringent FIA tests before being put on sale. The
Appendix L can be accessed on the FIA website at https://www.fia.com/regulation/category/123.
It is important that competitors read the equipment instructions before using safety products. The
majority of instructions are approved by the FIA Safety Department prior to being published, and all of
them will provide very important information for competitors to benefit from the highest safety
performance delivered by the product.
The leaflet provides a best-practice guide for competitors to take into consideration the parameters of
safety, comfort, weight, and price in order to make an informed decision when purchasing safety
equipment in accordance with the latest FIA Safety Standards.

Henry Fairhead
With sadness we report that Henry Fairhead passed away last month following a short illness. A
regular Scrutineer for over 20 years, Henry’s colleague and friend Kevin Peake has provided the
following words:
Henry had a long history in motorsport through navigating and competing in rallies, and then circuit
events in his home prepared Ford Escorts, many of his circuit events were at Snetterton which became
his home for Scrutineering.
Henry, an ex-Norfolk Broads Wherryman, started his training as Scrutineer in the late 1990’s. And after
retiring from a long running business as a haulage contractor, he could be found most weekends at a
circuit somewhere around the country carrying out his duties for all the major racing clubs in the UK.
Henry’s other favourite pastime was fishing, having been given the nickname “3 rods” for having an
extra rod in the river one day and being caught by the River Bailiff.
Henry always brought a huge smile, a fantastic sense of humour and funny stories to every event
along with his legendary box of broken biscuits. Henry was always willing to help anybody and point
new officials or competitors in the right direction, usually with a joke but always with a smile. He was
well liked and respected by his fellow officials and competitors and will be greatly missed by the
motorsport community. Our thoughts are with his wife Pat, ex-Snetterton Chief Pitlane Marshal, son
Adrian, daughter Karen and his grandchildren.

Dan Evans
Everyone at Motorsport UK is deeply saddened by the passing of Dan Evans, active Scrutineer, Chair of
the Cross Country Committee, and member of the Technical Committee and Motor Sports Council. Dan
passed away on 26th September and will be greatly missed. Our thoughts are with his family and
friends.
Dan was born in Bradford and from an early age his passion was for Land Rovers and motorsport.
Wanting to work rather than go to university he started in the family wholesale waste and scrap
business. Then, after building a roll cage for his own Land Rover, friends started to ask him to build

one for theirs. He left the family business to concentrate on building and preparing competition
vehicles full-time in 2000, setting up Evans 4×4, which then changed its name to Protection and
Performance in 2003.
Protection and Performance quickly became the market leaders in supplying 4×4 and off-road roll
cages and for other motorsport applications. Including leading car manufacturers, government
agencies and individuals around the world, including many special and interesting projects. If you’ve
watched Top Gear ‘Stars in a Reasonably-Priced Car’ then you will have seen a P&P cage along with
many special projects for filming and stunt cars for major cinema blockbusters. One of Dan’s proudest
achievements was as part of the 2008 crossing of the Bering Sea from Uelen in Russia to Wales Alaska
in an amphibious Land Rover which he helped develop and build.
His motorsport activities were mostly in Cross Country as a competitor in Comp Safari’s with Northern
Off Road Club and the All Wheel Drive Club. He was also a regular competitor in the Hill Rallies and
at Baja GB, once even entering on a motorbike. Dan also enjoyed the French Tout Terrain
championship events entering the Rallye Des Cimes at 19, his highest finish with wife Kim as codriving was 4th. Recently he’d been involved with Autotest and road rallies, including as a radio
marshal, and was in the process of preparing a 4×4 as a rally cross country recovery unit. Dan had in
more recent years also turned his hand to scrutineering, beginning his training in late 2019. He clearly
took great pride and enjoyment from volunteering his time as part of the scrutineering team and had
just recently achieved qualification for his full scrutineer grade.
He joined Motorsport UK’s Cross Country Committee in 2010, bringing his experience and technical
knowledge to the committee. He was appointed Chairman in 2019 along with appointment to Council
and the Technical Committee.
Dan Evans 1969 – 2021.

