December 2021 – 193
COVID-19 Updates
Motorsport UK have updated their COVID-19 guidance for each of the UK nations. The latest
guidelines are available on the Motorsport UK website: www.motorsportuk.org/covid-19.

Future of Scrutineering Update
Following the article in the last Scrutineers’ Bulletin the first meeting of the new Future Scrutineering
working Group has met to set out how the intended 2022 trials will be run.
We remind you that initially these trials will be for Circuit Racing only. And please note that unless
the championship or event that you are officiating at has specific approval from Motorsport UK to run
a trail Scrutineering process then from 1st January 2022, then the pre-COVID-19 Scrutineering
procedures will apply requiring every vehicle to be examined at Pre-event Scrutineering.
If the Club that you officiate at wishes to put forward a proposal for a trial scrutineering process, the
club should contact the Technical Team as early as possible. The following parameters were agreed
as being a requirement for a trial system to be approved.
-

A minimum of 25% of vehicle to be physically inspected pre-event.

-

All cars in any championship must be physically inspected at least every 4 events.

-

Scrutineers to be allocated an extended period to examine selected cars, nominally 15 mins
but this must be flexible, reasonable, and workable for the event.

-

There must be a system of identifying cars that have been checked such a as security sticker.

-

Self-scrutineering declaration information must be supplied to the Chief Scrutineer no later
than 48hrs before the event.

-

The Eligibility Scrutineers must take part in safety Scrutineering.

-

There must a record kept of vehicles scrutineered and defects found.

We will keep Scrutineers updated regarding the trials during 2022 and provide more information at
the Seminars early in the new year.

2022 Licensed Officials Seminars
We are pleased to confirm that the 2022 Scrutineers’ Seminars will take place from the 29th January –
27th February 2022 at various venues around the UK.
Registrations for the seminars will open on Friday 10th December, with Scrutineers being contacted
directly by email with the registration link.

Historic Eligibility Training
Further to the sessions we last ran in 2017, we are looking to hold another series of training seminars
for Historic Eligibility, if you are an Eligibility Scrutineer and would like to complete the Historic
Module one of these training sessions is a requirement as part of your training. We are planning for
the seminars to take place in early 2022, to enable us to arrange suitable venues and dates for these
sessions, can you please send an email to technical@motorsportuk.org to register your interest, we
can then arrange venues based on the geographic location of the attendees.

Hydraulic Handbrakes in Road Rallies
In 2020 the regulation R18.6.3 was updated
to remove the use of the vertical style WRC
hydraulic handbrakes. Hydraulic handbrakes
are still permitted on road rally cars under
the following conditions:
a) the brakes comply with the Construction
and Use Regulations,
b) A functioning mechanical system is also
in place
c) The hydraulic handbrake lever operates in
an arc not exceeding 50 decrees from the
horizontal. Drawing number R18.6.3 was also
added to Section R of the Yearbook to aid in
clarification. The photo shows a wellengineered hydraulic handbrake system, when
its current state, complies with this regulation
and as you can see when the handbrake is in
its maximum operating arch, the mechanism
does not exceed 50 degrees from the
horizontal.

Competition Numbers in Rallying
Competition numbers are one of the key features for officials identifying cars and crews. Below is
collection of photos recently taken on the recent Mull Rally of rear side numbers on rally cars, with
car numbers 90, 144 and 152 having decals, drivers’ names and other artwork over the rear windows.
This makes the number difficult to read accurately – in the case of car 90, part of the number
continues beyond the window adding to the difficulty reading the numbers, especially at night. Car
140 shows a good example on how rear side numbers should be affixed. Regulations for competition
numbers on stage rallies can be found in R6.1.3.

Scrutineering Labels
A reminder that when designing your scrutineering labels, please use the correct Motorsport UK logos
and wording. We still see examples that refer to Motor Sport Association or contain the old MSA logo.
If you require a copy of the current logo, you or your club can contact media@motorsportuk.org

Fire Extinguishers
The photo of in this article shows the
poor fitment of a fire extinguisher cable
pull. As you can see the cables do not
pass through both levers of the
extinguisher head, meaning when the
cable is pulled the fire extinguisher will
not discharge. As well as correct routing,
the cables themselves should be routed
so that there are no sharp bends, thus
ensuring easy operating as well as
lubricating the cables often to prevent
seizure – the latter only once the cables
have been disconnected from the head
to prevent accidental discharge.
With the adaption of the new fire extinguisher regulations from Section K, Appendix 3 of the 2021
Motorsport UK yearbook from the beginning of 2022, there will likely be a lot of new systems
installed over the next few months, therefore it would make good practice to prioritise the checking
of plumbed in systems while scrutineering.

Geoff Deacon
We are saddened to report that National Scrutineer Geoff Deacon passed away recently. Geoff started
scrutineering back in 1997 as a Trainee and covered cars, karts, and environmental duties – mainly
focusing on the latter in recent years. Geoff was always smiling, a cheerful character on events and at
annual seminars, he will be missed by us all.

Dear Colleagues,
You may have seen the recent use of helmet cameras in Formula E and in Formula 1, and they are set
to become more prevalent in motor sport as a solution to capture onboard video.
However, the cameras used in these championships, as with other helmet accessories, are stringently
tested and approved by the FIA to incorporate them into the helmet design without compromising on
safety performance. This is not the case for externally mounted cameras or other accessories that are
not approved by the FIA.
Only onboard cameras and accessories which are approved by the FIA can be used on helmets that are
homologated to FIA Standards 8858, 8859, and 8860. Any other modification or addition of nonapproved accessories (helmet cameras, visors, etc) will render the helmet homologation void.
If the camera or any other accessory is not listed as an FIA-approved accessory for a specific helmet, it
does not comply with the FIA standards. The types of cameras shown below are not approved by the
FIA and therefore any helmet fitted with these cannot be considered as complying with the standards
(see: Appendix L of the International Sporting Code).

Please share this information to ensure competitors are using the correct types of helmet equipment
and accessories which comply with the FIA standards.
Best regards,
FIA Safety Department

Dear Colleagues,
Before any driver sets out to compete, they
must first fasten their safety harness in the
correct way, as this will be one of the key
elements that protects them during an
accident.
To ensure that safety harnesses provide
optimal protection competitors should follow
the best practice for installation of safety
harnesses as specified in the FIA International
Sporting Code under Appendix J or the
championship technical regulations.
Drivers (or Co-drivers) in single seaters, sportscars, and closed cockpits competition cars must check
the safety harness position prior to setting out to compete to prevent serious or fatal injury.
Officials can deny participation in a competition if the driver and/or co-driver does not install the
safety harness properly. You can check to ensure that your safety harness is installed correctly by
following the steps below:
1 - Correct buckle position in relation with the pelvic/iliac crest area
The lap straps must fit tightly in the bend between the pelvic crest and the upper thigh. Under no
conditions must they be worn over the region of the abdomen. The lap and crotch straps must hold
the pelvic region over the greatest possible surface.

2 – Safety Harness anchorage points
It is important that safety harness straps are anchored in accordance with the FIA International
Sporting Code under Appendix J or/and to the championship technical regulation.

It is prohibited for the safety harnesses to be anchored to the seats or their supports. This is to ensure
in case the seat anchorage points fail during an accident the driver will not be ejected together with
the seat and harness. Competitors are reminded that Appendix J or/and championship technical
regulation have regulations in place to allow to install the harness with the recommended straps
angles mentioned in below point 5.
3 - Safety Harness straps routing
The shoulder, lap and crotch straps must pass through the dedicated seat slots, in order to ensure that
they wrap and hold the shoulder and pelvic region over the greatest possible surface. All the straps
must pass freely through the seat slots in order to avoid the webbing to stress the seat slot edge.
Care must be taken that the straps cannot be damaged through chafing against sharp edges.
4 – Free volume around the safety harness buckle
To avoid an involuntary opening of the safety harness while driving competitors must check the
distance of the hands to the safety harness buckle during the steering. During a movement of the
steering wheel by 180 degrees to the left and right, the hands should always be at a safe distance
from the lever of the buckle.
5 - Safety Harness Installation
The safety harness must be installed in accordance with the FIA International Sporting Code under
Appendix J or/and to the championship technical regulation, but whenever possible it should be as
close as possible to the angles shown below.

6 - Safety Harness tension
Studies performed by the FIA Safety
Department have demonstrated that safety
harness tension is important to reduce the risk
of serious injuries and for the correct
functioning of the Frontal Head Restraint (FHR)
device. It is therefore important that
competitors always keep their safety harness
properly tightened.

7 - Interaction between Safety Harness and Frontal Head Restraint Device
A Frontal Head Restraint (FHR) device restrains the driver’s head relative to his torso during a frontal
or angled-frontal impact thereby, reducing the loads to the head and neck. In order to obtain the most
protection provided by a FHR device, it is important that the safety harness is installed in accordance
with the FIA guide and installation specification for HANS / Hybrid & Hybrid Pro devices in racing
competition.
We encourage you to share this information with your technical delegates, scrutineers and
competitors.
Best regards,
FIA Safety Department

