Chairman’s Report to the 2017 Annual General Meeting of SACC
In writing this report for both the formal AGM and the following General Meeting, I looked back at
what I wrote last year and find myself wanting to say many of the same things so I apologise in
advance if you think this is repetition but at least I am only plagiarising myself.
A clear highlight of 2016 was the public announcement in May that the SMS project had secured
£360,000 from SportScotland to develop 2 and 4 wheel motorsport over the next four years.
Rory Bryant was promoted to development manager and Gillian Sefton was recruited as a
development officer.
We are already seeing benefits as they work alongside SACC and the MSA’s own development
team including Alison Clark. The focus of their work is on: increasing participation; promoting
performance at all levels; protecting and increasing venues and events; and strengthening the
club structure. Rory and Gillian are already working with several SACC member clubs to
increase participation in motorsport and to secure new and improve existing venues.
Without wanting to put any one of the SMS objectives ahead of any other, perhaps the most
tangible effort is being put into increased participation. This encompasses not only competitors
but also marshals and other event officials. To continually point at the economic situation and
the increasing cost of motor sport might begin to sound like a ‘broken record’ but the fact
remains that we all have a finite amount of disposable income to spend on out hobby.
Everyone is impacted by the cost of participation whether it is higher entry fees resulting from
increased forestry charges or simple the additional fuel cost of getting to an event. This leads to
both competitors and marshals cutting back on the number of events they attend. While
encouraging the existing pool of people to participate more might have some benefit, more value
will almost certainly be gained if the pool of participants can be increased. This was a focus
during 2016 and will continue into the current year with taster sessions for potential competitors
and working in particular with student bodies to attract young people.
Last year, these included high profile events like the new Ignition Festival in Glasgow along with
the Scottish Car Show at Ingliston and the Grampian Speed Festival as well as numerous local
events supported by SACC member clubs. We also tried a GoRally event near Edinburgh to
mirror similar GoRacing events run by SMRC. Being involved in these events is expensive and
the cost is difficult to justify against the measurable short term benefits. But in this modern age of
interactive and multi-media entertainment channels, we all need to work ever harder to
demonstrate that there is no substitute for ‘wheels on the ground’ action. Budget permitting,
SMS & SACC will help clubs get involved in similar events during 2017.
Rory, Gillian and Alison are also working directly with a number of clubs with a view to
strengthening them in terms of management structure, member communication and future
development. This work will lead to the creation of a template that other clubs can follow.
Mention of communication causes me to highlight the work done over last year by David Law
and to thank him for everything he had done to improve the various SACC communication
channels. David has indicated that he wants to step down and I hope we can find a suitable
person to fill his shoes.
At the same time, I want all of the SACC clubs to think carefully about how they communicate
with their members and perhaps more importantly, with potential members. We know that we
have a great story to tell but sometimes we are shy about telling it.
Clubs remain key to the success of the SMS strategy. It is important that at grassroots level,
clubs continued to offer a range of events including Targa, navigational and 12-car rallies, plus
autotests and autoSOLOs. The SMS team are working especially hard to promote these types of
‘entry level’ competition to new people.

Turning to the competitive scene, Scotland can look back on 2016 as a year of successful
domestic motor sport and also good results at national level across a range of championships.
On the race scene 2016 was again successful despite the economic challenges faced by all
competitors. SMRC ran 7 rounds of 7 championships, a total of 193 competitors taking part in
132 races. On the national and international racing scene, there were many Scottish successes
with highlights including Gordon Shedden retaining the BTCC trophy and Jonny Adam defended
his British GT Championship.
Competition remained strong at the various hill climb and sprint venues albeit against a
backdrop of lower entry levels in some classes. Again there was national success with Colin
Calder winning the British Sprint Championship. Lothian Car Club have confirmed a significant
investment in safety improvements at Doune hillclimb before the start of the 2017 season
helping to secure the future of this important and historic venue.
Knockhill continues to be a focal point for several sporting disciplines including the increasingly
popular Time Attack format (known locally as Super Lap Scotland) which is seen as an effective
transition into competitive sport for people who have only done track days and also the
Gymkhana format of parallel autotests. I want to put on record my thanks to Stuart Gray and all
the team at Knockhill for the support they give to SACC which includes allowing space for
promotional stands at events and also making discounted tickets available to SACC member
clubs.
In rallying, both the forest and tarmac series continue to work very hard to promote stage rally
events that are attractive to competitors in terms of how they are run and what they offer while
Rally Time Trial and the various Off Road formats give further variety and choice to competitors.
Forest stage rallies enjoyed an excellent year in 2016, with average event entries at their highest
levels since 2010 while tarmac rallies are so popular that entries are typically full to capacity
within hours of being open. Both have held their first 2017 round with healthy if not quite full
entries.
Increased costs for motorsport are never welcome. Our fellow rally competitors in Ireland are
facing significantly higher insurance charges while those in Wales face uncertainty over the cost
of using forestry roads. Against this background, it was with some relief at the September SACC
meeting when Rob Jones confirmed the successful negotiations between the MSA and Forestry
Enterprise Scotland to secure continued access to the forestry estate for the next three years. At
the same time, tarmac rally competitors benefited from the addition of events at two previously
unused military bases brought on stream as a result of excellent work by the clubs involved.
Perhaps more importantly, in light of the Rally Future changes, these early 2017 events ran with
enough registered marshals. SACC made a particular effort throughout 2016 to develop
volunteer marshals across all motor sport disciplines, with an emphasis on training.
Approximately 500 person-days of face-to-face training were delivered and the plan is to match
or better this in 2017. Several pre-season training events have already been held.
The topic of marshals features, and often dominates every SACC general meeting which I think
simply serves to reinforce how important this is; I suspect the debate will continue into 2017 and
beyond.
I want to put on record my personal appreciation to our Training Manager, Rupert Hine, and to
all the team behind him who I will not name in case I cause offence by missing someone. I do
appreciate that it is a big team effort. Also in case you missed it, to congratulate Rupert on being
names JLT MSA Volunteer of the year in the category ‘medical, safety, rescue & recovery; well
done.

And while on the subject of congratulations, you may remember that at this time last year, we
were delighted learn that the overall MSA Volunteer of the year was from Scotland. But that was
not enough recognition for the huge amount of work done by this person who has again been
recognised but this time internationally by being named the ‘FIA Best Official of the Season’.
Well done to David (digb) Barlow.
It seems that I am repeating another part of my report last year when I say again that the rally
community in Scotland is both frustrated and disappointed with the situation surrounding the Jim
Clark Rally. I am sure that we all look forward to there being a satisfactory outcome to the
upcoming Fatal Accident Inquiry and hope that this will in turn clear the way for the return of the
event in 2018.
Another personal frustration is that I have not made as much progress as I might have done in
streamlining the SACC proceedings. I acknowledge that various people have made suggestions
for change but none of these have yet been taken forward. The current structure of four face to
face meetings each years does seem to suit some people but I am aware that travelling distance
makes this difficult for others while the meeting content does seem repetitive. I continue to
welcome any thoughts on this and repeat the questions I asked last year. Are there too many
meetings or not enough? What is best for them in terms of location? Can we look to use
technology to allow people to join without the need to travel?
The Association has run throughout 2016 with nobody in the post of vice-chair. This has not
been an ideal situation and one that I hope will be redressed at the 2017 AGM. I know that there
are many individuals across the country working tirelessly for their clubs and events but I would
like just one person to take the next step up in terms of governing motor sport in Scotland and
join our small executive team at SACC. Again I said it last year but we still need an effective
succession plan in place for the SACC executive and co-ordinator roles.
Speaking about stepping up, I draw your attention to the process for getting involved at the MSA
level by joining one of the specialist committees or even Motor Sport Council. I hear a lot of
moans and criticism about how our Governing Body goes about things and in particular about
how they are a load of old codgers in blazers who are far removed from clubman motorsport.
Well this is your chance to get involved (see attached). Please make sure this comes to the
attention of all your club members.
Finally, I want to record my personal thanks to my fellow SACC Executives Gerry, Lock &
Raymond; to president John Cleland and to MSA Council representative Bruce Lyle for their
support and guidance through 2016.
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